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ANCIENT LEGENDS OF A WAR BETWEEN THE GREEK CITY

STATES AND TROY THAT MAY HAVE TAKEN PLACE AROUND

1200 B.C. WERE GATHERED INTO GREAT EPIC POEMS BY

WRITERS OF LATER TIMES. THE GREEK POET HOMER WROTE

THE ILIAD ABOUT 700–800 B.C. IT TELLS OF THE

GREEK HEROES, PARTICULARLY ACHILLES, AS THEY FOUGHT

AGAINST TROY TO RECLAIM HELEN, WIFE OF MENELAUS,
KING OF SPARTA. THE STORY OF THE FALL OF TROY AND

OF THE HORSE LEFT BEHIND BY THE GREEKS APPEARS IN

THE AENEID, WRITTEN BY THE ROMAN POET VIRGIL

BETWEEN 42 AND 35 B.C. RON & JUSTINE FONTES

HAVE BASED THEIR RETELLING ON THESE SOURCES AND

ON THE WAR AT TROY, WRITTEN BY GREEK POET QUINTUS

OF SMYRNA AROUND A.D. 375. 
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achilles (uh-kil-eez): son of Peleus
and Thetis; prince of Phthia and
Greek hero

agamemnon (a-ga-mem-non): king of
Mycenae; high king of the
Achaeans

ajax (ay-jax): Greek hero

aphrodite (a-fro-dye-tee): goddess of
love

apollo (uh-pol-oh): god of prophesy,
music, and healing

ares (air-eez): the god of war

athena (uh-thee-nuh): goddess of
wisdom

cassandra (kuh-san-druh): daughter
of King Priam and Queen
Hecuba 

eris (ee-ris): the goddess of discord

hades (hay-deez): god of the dead

hecuba (hek-yoo-buh): wife of King
Priam 

helen (hell-en): wife of King
Menelaus

hera (hehr-ruh): queen of the gods;
goddess of the hearth

laocoön (lay-uh-koh-uhn): priest of
Poseidon. He was killed by
serpents after warning Troy to
destroy the Trojan horse.

menelaus (meh-neh-lay-uhs): king;
brother of Agamemnon

neoptolemus (nee-op-to-leh-muhs):
son of Achilles 

odysseus (o-dis-see-uhs): king 
of Ithaca

palamedes (pa-luh-mee-deez): prince
of Nauplia; cousin of
Agamemnon

paris (pa-ris): son of King Priam
and Queen Hecuba

penelope (pe-nel-oh-pee): wife of
Odysseus

poseidon (po-seye-duhn): god of the
ocean and earthquakes

priam (preye-am): king of Troy

sinon (si-non): Greek spy who
deceived Troy into bringing the
Trojan horse into the city

zeus (zyoos): king of the gods; god of
thunder and the sky

glossary and pronunciation guide
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Fleischman, Paul. Dateline, Troy. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 1996.

Greek Myths—History for Kids
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/religion/greekrelig.htm
This site provides information about Greek gods, heroes, and myths, as well as

information about the Trojan War. It also includes links to related characters,
websites, and books located in other websites.

Green, Roger Lancelyn. The Tale of Troy: Retold from the Ancient Authors.
Baltimore: Puffin Books, 1958.

Hovey, Kate. Voices of the Trojan War. New York: Margaret K. McElderry
Books, 2004.

McLaren, Clemence. Inside the Walls of Troy: A Novel of the Women Who
Lived the Trojan War. New York: Atheneum, 1996. 

Mythweb
http://www.mythweb.com/gods/index.html
This is an informative site about gods, heroes, and others. It also includes a link to

the website’s Encyclopedia of Greek Mythology.

Sutcliffe, Rosemary. Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the Iliad. New York:
Delacorte Press, 1993.

creating the trojan horse
Ancient legends of a war between the Greek city states and Troy that may have taken
place around 1200 B.C. were gathered into great epic poems by writers of later times.
The Greek poet Homer wrote The Iliad about 700–800 B.C. It tells of the Greek
heroes, particularly Achilles, as they fought against Troy to reclaim Helen, wife of
Menelaus, king of Sparta. The story of the fall of Troy and of the horse left behind
by the Greeks appears in the Aeneid, written by the Roman poet Virgil between 42
and 35 B.C. Ron & Justine Fontes have based their retelling on these sources and on
The War at Troy, written by the Greek poet Quintus of Smyrna around A.D. 375.
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about the authors and artist

ron & justine fontes met at a publishing house in New York City. Ron worked
for the comic book department, and Justine was an editorial assistant in
children’s books. Together they have written nearly 500 children’s books, in
every format from board books to historical novels.

From their home in Maine, the Fonteses publish critter news, a strictly-for-fun
newsletter. They also launched Sonic Comics with their first graphic novel,
Tales of a Terminal Diner, a unique anthology with continuing characters.
Other published projects include The Trojan Horse: The Fall of Troy and
The Wooden Sword. Life-long library lovers, the Fonteses long to write 1,1001
books before retiring.

gordon purcell has had an extensive comic career, with credits including five
different crews of StarTrek, The X-Files, Silver Sable, Superman, JLA,
Robin, Aquaman, Flash, Wonder Man, Avengers, Lost in Space,
Soulsearchers, and Xena. He’s currently drawing issues of Flare for Heroic,
Justice League Unlimited for DC, as well as biography comics. He lives in
the frozen tundra of Minnesota with wife, Debra, and son, Jack.
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