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THESEUS IS ONE OF THE GREATEST HEROES OF GREEK

MYTHOLOGY. HIS FEATS OF STRENGTH AND COURAGE HAVE

BEEN PASSED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

FOR MORE THAN 2000 YEARS. THIS PARTICULAR BOOK

FOLLOWS THESEUS’ EARLY ADVENTURES, AS HE COMES

OF AGE AND ATTEMPTS TO FULFILL HIS DESTINY AS A

GREAT HERO AND ATHENS’ GREATEST KING. TO CRAFT THIS

TALE FOR THE GRAPHIC MYTHS AND LEGENDS SERIES,
AUTHOR JEFF LIMKE CONSULTED TWO OF THE MOST

FAMOUS ANTHOLOGIES OF GREEK MYTHS, EDITH

HAMILTON’S MYTHOLOGY AND BULFINCH’S MYTHOLOGY

BY THOMAS BULFINCH. ARTIST JOHN MCCREA
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SOURCES TO GIVE THE ART AN AUTHENTIC LOOK, FROM

CLASSICAL GREEK ARCHITECTURE TO THE CLOTHING,
WEAPONS, AND ARMOR WORN BY THE CHARACTERS.
PROFESSOR DAVID MULROY ENSURED HISTORICAL AND

VISUAL ACCURACY.
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aegeus (eh-jee-us): the king of
Athens and Theseus’ father

aethra (ee-thrah): Aegeus’ wife and
Theseus’ mother

aphrodite (a-fruh-dy-tee): the Greek
goddess of love and beauty

ariadne (ah-ree-ad-nee): Minos’
daughter, who helps Theseus to
escape the labyrinth

athens (a-thenz): one of the great
historic Greek city states

connidus (kun-eye-duhs): Theseus’
centaur (half-horse, half-human)
tutor

crete (kreet): a large island in the
eastern Mediterranean Sea, off
the southern coast of Greece

daedalus (deh-deh-lus): the
engineering genius who built the
labyrinth for King Minos

herakles (hair-uh-kleez): a
legendary Greek hero; also
known by his Roman name,
Hercules

labyrinth (la-buh-rinth): a place full
of confusing passageways and
dead ends; a maze

medea (muh-dee-uh): Aegeus’ wife

minos (my-nohs): the king of Crete
and the father of the Minotaur
and of Ariadne

minotaur (my-nuh-tor): a ferocious
half-man, half-bull; the son of
Minos and Pasiphaë

pasiphaë (pas-uh-fay): wife of
Minos, mother of the Minotaur

periphetes (puh-reh-fee-teez): a
bandit who preys on travelers
along the road to Athens

pittheus (pit-thee-us): Theseus’
grandfather

poseidon (poh-sy-duhn): the Greek
god of the sea

procrustes (proh-krus-teez): an evil
innkeeper who murders his guests
by stretching them or cutting off
their limbs

sinis (sin-uhs): a sinister bandit who
kills his victims by forcing them
to hold the tops of two trees at
the same time, causing them to be
torn apart

theseus (thee-see-uhs): son of Aegeus
and Aethra; Aegeus’ successor as
king of Athens

glossary and pronunciation guide
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creating theseus: battling the minotaur
To craft this tale for the Graphic Myths and Legends series, author Jeff Limke

consulted two of the most famous anthologies of Greek myths, Edith Hamilton’s
Mythology and Bulfinch’s Mythology by Thomas Bulfinch. Artist John

McCrea referenced numerous historical and traditional sources
to give the art and authentic look, from classical Greek

architecture to the clothing, weapons, and armor worn by the
characters. Professor David Mulroy ensured historical and

visual accuracy.

further reading, websites, and movies

Bolton, Lesley. The Everything Classical Mythology Book: Greek and Roman
Gods, Goddesses, Heroes, and Monsters from Ares to Zeus. Avon, MA:
Adams Media Corporation, 2002. This who’s who guide introduces young
readers to Greek and Roman mythology. 

Day, Nancy. Your Travel Guide to Ancient Greece. Minneapolis: Twenty-First
Century Books, 2001. Day prepares readers for a trip back to ancient Greece,
including which cities to visit, how to get around, what to wear, and how to fit
in with the locals. 

Jim Henson’s The Storyteller: Greek Myths. DVD. Directed by David Garfath
and John Madden. Hollywood, CA: Sony Pictures, 2004. In this entertaining
series of stories, four famous Greek myths—including Theseus and the
Minotaur—are brought to life using live actors and puppets. 

Limke, Jeff. Jason: Quest for the Golden Fleece. Minneapolis: Graphic Universe,
2007. Read about the exciting adventures of another great Greek hero, Jason,
and his relationship with a certain woman named Medea.

MythWeb. http://www.mythweb.com/index.html. This site, with a searchable
encyclopedia, provides students with information on gods, goddesses, and
places in Greek myth, as well as ample information about Theseus. 

Storrie, Paul D. Hercules: The Twelve Labors. Minneapolis: Graphic Universe,
2007. Learn about Theseus’ hero and inspiration, Hercules, one of Greece’s
greatest legends. 
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about the author and the artist

jeff limke was raised in North Dakota. There he read, listened to, and marveled
at stories from the day he learned to read. He later taught stories for many
years and has written adaptations of them. Some of his stories have been
published by Arrow Comics, Caliber Comics, and Kenzer and Company. His
titles for Graphic Universe include King Arthur: Excalibur Unsheathed; Isis
& Osiris: To the Ends of the Earth; Thor & Loki: In the Land of Giants;
Jason: The Quest for the Golden Fleece; and Arthur & Lancelot: The Fight
for Camelot. Along the way, he got married, and he and his wife had a
daughter who loves to read, listen to, and marvel at stories. 

john mCcrea was born in Belfast, Northern Ireland. He has been drawing comics
professionally for nearly twenty years. His work has become well known through
comics for both DC and Marvel, including titles for such series as Judge Dredd,
Hitman, and Section 8. He currently lives in Birmingham, England.
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labyrinth: battle between Theseus and
Minotaur within, 37–40; building
of, 30 

Medea, 21, 22, 24–26, 43, 44
Minos, 27–30, 33, 41, 42

Minotaur: battle with Theseus, 37-40;
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30; parentage of, 29
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destiny of, 7; encounters with bandits
on the road to Athens, 9–18
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deeper into the labyrinth he walked . . .
. . . his heart beat faster with every step.

RAISED BY HIS MOTHER AND TUTOR, YOUNG THESEUS FINALLY LEARNS THE
TRUTH OF HIS BIRTH: HE IS THE SON OF KING AEGEUS, RULER OF ATHENS.
ARMED WITH HIS FATHER’S SHIELD, HE SETS OUT TO CLAIM HIS
BIRTHRIGHT AND FACE HIS GREATEST CHALLENGE—THE MINOTAUR, A
SAVAGE BEAST WHO IS HALF-MAN, HALF-BULL. TO DEFEAT THE
MINOTAUR, THESEUS MUST ENTER THE LABYRINTH, A
BEWILDERING MAZE FROM WHICH NO ONE HAS EVER
ESCAPED ALIVE. WILL THESEUS SUCCEED IN HIS QUEST?
OR WILL HE SUFFER THE FATE OF THE MINOTAUR’S
MANY OTHER VICTIMS? 
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