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THE ANCIENT GREEK MYTHS THAT TELL OF ATALANTA

AND OTHER HEROIC FIGURES DATE BACK MORE THAN TWO

THOUSAND YEARS. THE IMAGERY USUALLY ASSOCIATED

WITH GREEK MYTHOLOGY IS THAT OF GREECE’S CLASSICAL

PERIOD (FROM ABOUT 500 TO 323 B.C.), COMPLETE

WITH GRAND TEMPLES, FLOWING GARMENTS, AND

MAGNIFICENT STATUES. ATALANTA: THE RACE AGAINST

DESTINY FOLLOWS THAT TRADITION. 
AUTHORS JUSTINE AND RON FONTES RELIED UPON

MANY SOURCES, INCLUDING EDITH HAMILTON’S

MYTHOLOGY AND MICHAEL GRANT’S MYTHS OF THE

GREEKS AND ROMANS. ARTIST THOMAS YEATES USED

HISTORICAL AND TRADITIONAL SOURCES FOR VISUAL

DETAILS—FROM IMAGES ON ANCIENT GREEK VASES TO

SCULPTURE AND OTHER ARTWORK. DAVID MULROY OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE ENSURED

HISTORICAL AND VISUAL ACCURACY.
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aphrodite (a-fruh-dye-tee): the Greek
goddess of love 

apollo (uh-pahl-oh): the Greek god
of music, poetry, prophecy, and
light. Apollo is the twin brother
of Artemis.

artemis (ar-tuh-mis): the Greek
goddess of hunting and the
wilderness, as well as of
childbirth. She is Apollo’s twin
sister.

atalanta (at-uh-lan-tuh): the great
huntress of ancient Greece.
Atalanta was also a great athlete. 

athena (uh-thee-nuh): the Greek
goddess of wisdom

calydon (ka-luh-dahn): a city in
central Greece where Atalanta
and many Greek heroes fought
the Calydonian boar

delphi (del-fy): a city in central
Greece where the oracle of the
god Apollo is located

eros (air-ahs): Aphrodite’s son and
the god of love

fates: the three goddesses who oversee
human fate. Clotho spins the
thread that represents a person’s
life, Lachesis measures it, and
Atropos cuts it with her scissors.

hera (hehr-uh): the Greek goddess of
marriage and childbirth who is
married to Zeus

hippomenes (hih-pahm-uh-neez):
Atalanta’s suitor. During the
race for her hand, he tricks her
with the golden apples and wins
the race against her, after which
they are married.

meleager (meh-lee-ay-jur): the son of
King Oeneus of Calydon

mount olympus (oh-lim-pus): the
home of the Greek gods and
goddesses

oracle (ohr-uh-kul): in ancient
Greece, a priestess or other
person through whom the gods
were believed to communicate

rhea (ree-uh): the mother of Zeus and
other major gods

zeus (zoos): the highest Greek god
and the ruler of Mount Olympus

glossary and pronunciation guide
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original pencil sketch from page 21

further reading, websites, and movies

Clash of the Titans. DVD. Directed by Desmond Davis. Burbank, CA: Warner
Home Video, 1981. Rereleased 2004. Although this movie does not tell
Atalanta’s story, it does feature Aphrodite, Zeus, and other gods who affected
her fate. It describes the hero Perseus and his quest to kill the Gorgon Medusa.

Day, Nancy. Your Travel Guide to Ancient Greece. Minneapolis: Twenty-First
Century Books, 2001. Day prepares readers for a trip back to classical Greece,
including which cities to visit, how to get around, what to wear, and how to fit
in with the locals.

Encyclopedia of Greek Mythology: Atalanta. 
http://www.mythweb.com/encyc/entries/atalanta.html

With engaging cartoons and easy-to-read text, this kid-friendly site explores
the story of Atalanta and also of many other Greek heroes and heroines.

Macdonald, Fiona. Gods and Goddesses in the Daily Life of the Ancient Greeks.
New York: Peter Bedrick Books, 2001. Macdonald provides an introduction to
the traditions and religious beliefs of the ancient Greeks. Using photographs,
illustrations, and detailed diagrams, the book looks at how these beliefs
affected daily routines, entertainment and literature, and events such as birth
and death.

Spinner, Stephanie. Quiver. New York: Knopf, 2002. This short novel is a
retelling of the Atalanta myth for young readers.

creating atalanta: the race against destiny
In creating the story, authors Justine and Ron Fontes drew upon many resources,
including Edith Hamilton’s classic Mythology and the widely respected Myths of
the Greeks and Romans by professor and classics scholar Michael Grant. Artist
Thomas Yeates used historical and traditional sources to shape the story’s visual
details—from images on ancient Greek vases to sculpture and other artwork.
David Mulroy of the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee ensured the accuracy
of the story’s historical and visual details. Together, the text and the art bring to
life this story from ancient Greece.



about the authors and the artist

ron and justine fontes met at a publishing house in New York City. Ron
worked for the comic book department, and Justine was an editorial assistant
in children’s books. Together they have written nearly 500 children’s books, in
every format from board books to historical novels. From their home in Maine,
the Fonteses publish critter news, a strictly-for-fun newsletter. They also
launched Sonic Comics with their first graphic novel Tales of the Terminal
Diner, a unique anthology with continuing characters. Other published
projects include The Trojan Horse: The Fall of Troy, Demeter & Persephone:
Spring Held Hostage, and The Wooden Sword. Life-long library lovers, the
Fonteses long to write 1,001 books before retiring to read. 

thomas yeates began his art training in high school and continued at Utah State
University and Sacramento State. Subsequently, he was a member of the first
class at Joe Kubert’s School, a trade program for aspiring comic book artists
in New Jersey. Yeates has worked as an illustrator for DC Comics, Marvel,
Dark Horse, and many other companies, drawing Tarzan, Zorro, the Swamp
Thing, Timespirits, Captain America, and Conan. For the Graphic Myths
and Legends series, he illustrated King Arthur: Excalibur Unsheathed and
Robin Hood: Outlaw of Sherwood Forest. Yeates lives in northern California
with his wife and daughter.
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